
 

 

It’s often been a source of amusement 

that the little village of Gotham shares 

a name with the imaginary home of Batman, 

though this is no mere coincidence. Gotham 

was popularised in medieval folklore for its 

cunning ruse to keep King John from setting 

up a local hunting lodge (for its presence 

would have drained their resources), by pre-

tending to be idiotic yokels. It worked, King 

John took his hunting elsewhere, and the 

term „Fools of Gotham‟ came into modern 

parlance. 

As such, when the American writer Wash-

ington Irvine was looking for a mocking 

nickname for New York City, he recalled the 

story and thus christened this „city of idiots‟ 

after the tiny Beeston neighbour: Gotham 

City. Which was then used by Bob Kane as 

Batman‟s home.  Aside from the fact that this 

proves that EVERYTHING in the world can 

be linked directly to round here, this now has 

added spice due to the recent filming in the 

Gardens of Beestonia (otherwise known as 

Wollaton Park).  While sitting in a conserva-

tory in Wollaton, your author heard a heli-

copter overhead, and obviously presumed 
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that they were searching out scallies in Broxtowe – but no, they were filming 

overhead shots of Wayne Manor (otherwise known as Wollaton Hall). 

Now news has emerged that the Boundary Commission are proposing that 

Gotham be adopted as part of the Broxtowe constituency. A slightly odd deci-

sion, as although Gotham is a mere couple of miles away as the crow flies (or 

perhaps the robin), it is a whopping nine miles over land because of the lack of a 

suitable crossing over the River Trent. 

Our local MP Anna Soubry has said that she “would be honoured to represent 

Gotham”, and her predecessor Nick Palmer has branded it “eccentric”, and that it 

would make more sense for the constituency to adopt part of Eastwood or 

Brinsley, which are more accessible and already part of Broxtowe Borough. 

As for the political implications, well we already know that the Broxtowe con-

stituency is one of the most marginal in the United Kingdom (remember that 

there were just 389 votes, and two recounts, separating the two leading candi-

dates). The adoption of Eastwood would tip the balance in favour of Labour and 

the Lib Dems, and that of Brinsley would give the Tories an edge (both according 

to Dr Palmer). Gotham is, as you might expect from a little village near the river, 

more blue than red, and so the proposed adoption arrangements will do little to 

quell the accusations of Gerrymandering that are being levelled at the Govern-

ment. 

Will the constituency be cleaved in two, technically making Beeston part of the 

south? Will there be a bridge to connect us with our new neighbours?  

The proposals are now subject to a two-year consultation process.  
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 The Gotham connection is not the only Nottingham link to Bat-

man. The Caped Crusader’s ‘Boy wonder’ sidekick was named 

after our legendary local outlaw: his outfit in the kitsch TV se-

ries was based on a Robin Hood costume the producers took a 

fancy too. 

 Nottingham Forest once mooted plans to build their new sta-

dium next to Gotham. However, as you may have noticed, this 

never happened, and they still sit merrily on the banks of 

theTrent. 

 The fools of Gotham tricked the King into thinking they were 

mad by: trying to drown an eel, rolling cheeses down hills and 

trapping a cuckoo in a bush. These would not fool even the 

least professional clinical psychologist now.  

 In 1984, a powerful tornado hit Gotham, causing substantial 

damage. Mainly to sheds.  

 Its actually pronounced ‘Goat-tum’.  

 Goats have a four-chambered tummy, apparently. 

 Gotham’s church was built in 1180 by Norman Nave 

 No, that's wrong, it has a fine Norman nave. 

 Err, that’s all. 

Story by Rish 1865 and Lord Beestonia 
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Gotham Splitty? 
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WHO  IS YOUR  BEST 

BEESTONIAN? 

LET US KNOW AT 

info@beestonia.org 

BESTonians: Beeston’s Finest. 

HORACE’S HALF HOUR  

University of Beestonia 
tions east of Broadgate and beyond 

would also follow this philosophy, 

remembering that not all things of 

value can be placed on a balance sheet.  

Despite the uncertainty being a stu-

dent at any University continues to be 

a life defining period for many. Univer-

sities should be dynamic, inspiring and 

exciting places to be for students and 

staff. The University of Beestonia will 

bring you all three of these things, our 

guest lecturers will give an insight into 

world leading research and life in Uni-

versities through what will be a fasci-

nating time for education at all levels 

in the UK – enjoy!’ 

Prof. J lives in Beeston. If you are a 

local academic and want to contribute, get 

in touch by dropping an email to 

info@beestonia.org 

5. Dunedin is a city in which 

country in the Southern 

Hemisphere? 

6. A „Cleg‟ is a) a breed of cat-

tle b) an African bird c) a type 

of fly? 

7. What musical abomination 

from the fiery pit of Pete Water-

man‟s rancid mind recently re-

formed? 

8. In jewellery, what is amber 

made from? 

1. In the Jeeves & Wooster 

books, what is Jeeves‟ first 

name? 

2. What is the least used letter in 

the English alphabet? 

3. To the nearest thousand, how 

many supermarket trolleys are 

fished out of Britain‟s canal 

network each year? 

4. Which is not a room in 

Cluedo: bathroom, 

conservatory, or ballroom? 

9. Lufthansa is the national 

airline of which country? 

10. How many coffee shops 

are there in Beeston? 

 

Send your answers to 

info@beestonia.org. Well 

done to Ian Skelham, who 

won the Issue One quiz 

(answers on page 4) 

 

 

exposed, and for a few glorious 

days, we get our own beach. 

To the few people who know 

about it, it‟s a place for noctur-

nal parties, campfires and wad-

ing. Though be careful swim-

ming out: last time I tried a 

vexed swan flew at me with evil 

intent. Only a Michael Phelps-

esque sprint to safety kept my 

arms unbroken. 

Living in the Midlands should 

not preclude us from never 

knowing the joy of becoming a 

beach bum, even if the view 

from our playa is less white 

cliffs and more beige Clifton. 

Still, it‟s the perfect spot for a 

tranquil chill in the day and a 

cracking party at night. 

So next summer, forget Skeggy, 

ditch plans for the Greek Isles 

and say meh to the Maldives. 

Beeston has a beach. I smell a 

business opportunity... can any-

one lend me a donkey? 

(Lord Beestonia would like to 

remind all readers that the 

beach is secret and needs to re-

main so in order to secure its 

exclusivity, kindly requests you 

forget ever reading this. Ta) 

It‟s that time again when you 

feel the year has been 

squeezed dry of the last drop 

of sunshine, and now all is 

cold, gloom, and inadvisable 

knitwear. So I can exclu-

sively reveal a secret about 

Beeston that is utterly useless 

with winter approaching: 

Beeston has a beach. 

Have a stroll down the Trent 

from the weir, and you'll 

come to a bend in the river. 

Every summer, when the 

river-level drops, a large 

patch of shingle becomes 

   T H E  B E E S T O N I A N     

In this issue The Beesto-

nian’s own Prof. J welcomes 

students old and new, local 

and global, back to Beeston 

at the start of the new aca-

demic year. 

‘This is a transitional year for 

Universities everywhere due to 

the change in funding regime 

that will start in 2012. The 

shift to increasing fees has been 

ongoing since I marched 

against them back in 1996, a 

protest that was as successful 

as last years, unfortunately. 

I’m pleased to see the students 

will take to the streets of Lon-

don again this November and 

hope that this time a few fools 

won’t cause the message to be 

diluted. Despite any personal 

views on the  funding issues there 

is a prevailing air of uncertainty in 

the UK HE sector. 

The current funding regime from 

the government ends at the end of 

their financial year (April) with 

the new, fee-dominant income  

stream not bearing fruit until Sep-

tember, leaving Universities a 

significant funding gap to deal 

with next year. These measures 

not only have implications for the 

Universities themselves but also 

for the communities that surround 

and support them.  

Here at the University of Beesto-

nia we will strive to keep our focus 

on teaching and research, with all 

decisions taken to ensure these two 

goals are always supported. We 

would hope that our sister institu-

BeestonBeach 

T E N  Q U E S T I O N S F R O M  T H E  C R O W N  I N N ’ S P R E M I E R  Q U I Z Z E R  



“Although I’m ostensibly against any kind of censorship, I hope that the 

Beestonian won’t become yet another forum for motorists to endlessly 

complain about parking regulations. It’s so tedious. 

“It’s not fair”, they say, “we only overstayed for a few minutes and we 

got a ticket”. Or: “The parking attendant wouldn’t let us explain”. Or: 

“We thought it would be free to park on a Saturday / Sunday / Bank 

Holiday.” Or they ask, “Why should we have to pay to park in our own 

town?”  

Very, very boring. Look, guys, if you’re a bit tardy or your watch is 

wrong, don’t park in a timed space, then you won’t get a ticket. Easy. 

Where you have to pay to park your car, a sign nearby has all the details: 

just read it carefully. The attendant can’t argue with you about it because 

this is Britain, where minor officials don’t accept bribes or change the 

rules just because you’re angry. And surely you knew how car parks 

worked before you bought the car? (i.e. often, you have to pay, especially 

in town centres where land is valuable). 

And once you’ve been caught breaking the rules, it’s just not good form 

to go on about it in the local press.  

Other minor-league criminals understand this, which is why we aren’t 

subjected to complaints such as, “I didn't realise I needed a train ticket on 

a Sunday,” or, “I was only spraying graffiti for a few minutes, I didn’t even 

finish it”. Unless you’re actually going to seek revenge and get even 

(unlikely), it’s better if you just pay the fine, and then shut up about it. 

Those Beestonians, like me, who don’t drive are wondering what all the 

fuss is about. Drivers can park freely on the zig-zags outside Lloyds Bank, 

chat away on their mobile phones while driving along Queens Road at 45 

mph, and park whenever they want in the No 36 bus stop on the High 

Road. Last week an old lady refused to stop to let me use the zebra 

crossing; she just stared at me as she drove past. Nothing is ever done 

about any of this. Beeston’s motorists have it easy!”  

O X J A M  B E E S T O N  T A K E O V E R  

Like music? Like comedy?  How about poetry, spo-

ken word and film? No? None of them? Then you’re a 

robot. Now stop reading and go and do robot stuff. 

The rest of you, read on… 

Starting at noon on the 22nd October, something quite special is happening 

to Beeston. The annual Oxjam festival has recognised what a great place this 

is and decided to fill our venues with music, comedy, spoken word and even 

film screenings. It will be brilliant, and only £5 for a wristband that lets you 

into all events. 

The full line up is staggering in its breadth and diversity, its impossible to fit 

them all in here without recourse to microfiche but  some gems include 

covers-connoisseurs Pesky Alligators, stomping rock with Goose McCoy, 

folky foot-tapper The Phil Langran Band, pop-tastic duo Miss600, jazzy 

loveliness from Jeanie Barton and seat-stainingly funny comedy from Miss 

Imp, as well as much, much more. They’ll be stuff all over: Barton House, 

Frenchy’s Ice Cream Parlour, Latinos, The Hop Pole, The Chequers Inn, 

The Bar, Belle and Jerome, The Crown and The Commercial. It should be 

Beeston’s most exciting night since…nope, can’t remember the last time 

Beeston was bestowed with such talent. Not even when I moved here from 

Stapleford. 

The Beestonian is also hosting an event at Barton House, and our assistant 

editor will be gamely plucking his guitar at another event. If you’re a Beesto-

nian, you HAVE to be there. There’s no alternative except excommunication 

to Lenton, so be warned. Avoid the queues and get your wristband NOW, 

online at www.oxjambeestontakeover.org , (where you’ll also find a full line 

up and more details), or drop into one of Beeston’s two Oxfam shops (both 

on the high street) and swap your fiver for a 

passport to excellence.  

And a big-up to all the people sponsoring the 

event: www.letsgotobeeston.co.uk, Nottingham Univer-

sity TEC ,Fat  Sounds, Carnival Of Monsters, Festival of 

Contemporary Arts, Glamour Hair Design, Cast Hair 

Design, CP Walker & Son,Liquidstream Productions 

Ellis-Fermor Negus Solicitors, PN Design & Marketing . 

THE BEESTONIAN ASKS: Is Beeston too car-friendly? 
This issue, we publish a piece Beestonian Gareth Gee sent us, before seeing what other Beestonians think…. 

What do you think? Get your two –bits in by sticking an email to info@beestonia.com 

Steve Carr (appropriately enough ) Beeston/ County Council-

lor: At the present time I don't think Beeston has any alternative other 

than to be car friendly. We have two very large supermarkets in the 

town centre which people predominately do large weekly shops. Most 

would want to bring their shopping home by car. There is little that im-

proved transport links will do to stop that. 

And also, we have to remember that we are in competition with other 

shopping areas and it would do great damage to Beeston's economy and 

jobs if we suddenly became very restrictive on car use. I do think that 

when the town centre developments are finished, the council has to seri-

ously look at going back to free parking. 

Fran Reed, Beestonian Shopper 

I would say that the new(ish) Tesco’s has brought a lot more traffic into 

the town centre, making it even busier than before. It feels a bit like 

Tesco’s owns Beeston now! As for it being “too car friendly” I guess at 

least Beeston does have a couple of pedestrianised areas, which is actu-

ally more than most towns have.  

Claire Milligan, Beestonian Resident 

I don’t think Beeston is too car-

friendly. I think the on-street parking is 

limited and there are car park charges 

now. The pedestrianised areas ,which 

are a good thing, and the one way sys-

tem mean car journeys can be more 

awkward around the town.  However, 

I think there is still too much traffic 

especially on Saturdays.  Beeston is 

served well by bus services so people 

should be encouraged to use the bus 

more. 

http://www.oxjambeestontakeover.org


Lottie, the Beestonian’s very own cat lady,wants your 

support… On October the 22nd 2011, I will be taking part 

in an event called  The Awesome Foursome’ I will zip 

wire, abseil, freefall to the floor with the assistance of a 

powerfan and jump a 150ft bungee, all in one day, in the 

name of Cat’s Protection! Cat’s Protection help over 

230,000 cats and kittens every year. They believe that 

every cat deserves a life worth living, and will never put a 

healthy cat to sleep. The charity also promotes the bene-

fits of neutering and provides cat owners with a wealth of 

information about cat care. I am just a little way off 

reaching my target of £300, so if you would like to help 

these wonderful creatures (and give me a little push) you 

can donate by visiting my JustGiving page, 

www.justgiving.com/lottie bailey, Or you can donate via 

SMS! Just text LOTT73 and the amount you wish to do-

nate (£1, £2, £3, £5 or £10) to 70070. Then sit back and 

think of all the lovely cats and kittens you have helped! 

AND THERE’S MORE! The highest donation before Oc-

tober the 22nd, will receive an original artwork by ME! It 

could be something I have created for the Beestonian 

newspaper, or a drawing on the back of an old receipt; 

who knows? But I promise it will be lovely, and it will be 

my way of saying thank you! 

Beestonia’s Bulging Postbag 

. 

NEXT EDITION 
**Beestonia on the Buses!** Politicians!**OXJAM takes over Bee-
ston!**. BESTonians!** Your letters!** Anything else we can cram 
in!** 

This edition of The Beestonian was brought to you by:Lord Matt Bee-
stonia (evil dictator), Rish_1865 (midfield dynamo), Prof J (eye on 
the Nobel Prize) Lottie (creative genius and fan of fur-babies). Special 
mention to Queen Weasel, Luke and Baron von Headband 
(Beestonian in exile). Quiz by Horace. Come on you Reds. Bigup to 
Beeston BID and Greg. David at Offset Printers: we salute you. 
Thanks to all the lovely establishments who kindly stock The Beesto-
nian (in no particular order): The Bean, The Crown Inn, The Treas-
ury, The Victoria Hotel, The Greyhound Inn, The Hop Pole, Belle & 
Jerome, Mason & Mason, Simon & Garfunkel, Chaka Demus and Pli-
ers, The Flying Goose, Clip, Pastiche, BeastOn Ink and others  who 
slip my mind…. 

Dear Editor, 

In Edition 1 of The Beestonian, Coun-

cillor Steve Carr (Lib Dem) argued the case for 

a statue of Henry Ireton. This horrified me for 

the following reasons: 

1) Henry Ireton was Oliver Cromwell‟s (a 

murderous dictator) right hand man. I don‟t 

see the residents of Rosenheim, Germany, 

clamouring for a statue of Hermann Goering 

to be erected.  

2) At the battle of Naseby, General Ireton‟s 

cavalry were completely routed by the cavalry 

under the command of Prince Rupert. (In 

actual fact, Ireton‟s forces were the only part 

Spill the beans, vent 

your spleen or show 

you’re keen via  

info@beestonia.org 

of the Roundhead forces that were completely 

destroyed that day) So that means he could 

not have been that good. 

3) In May 1650, he was left in charge of the 

New Model Army in Ireland, what followed 

is best described as religious genocide. 

4) He was not from Beeston, he was from 

Attenborough. Something I have in 

common with him (annoyingly). 

All in all, perhaps not the best type of 

person for the residents of Beeston to 

honour. 

Yours sincerely, 

Henry Oakley, annoyed Cavalier 

 

Dear Editor, 

Congratulations on setting up an 

alternative to The Beeston Express. I hope that 

you too remain politically neutral and will al-

ways carry both sides of the argument. Will you 

be seeking the opinions of our honourable lady 

MP (who is not for turning). Do you have an A 

to Z of Mapperley and Rushcliffe? 

Yours, 

Javid Kayani 

Beestonia 

Editor’s note: As with all of our local politicos, 

we would welcome the opinions of Anna 

Soubry MP on all matters Beestonian. 

WHO ARE WE?: We are a locally run, locally based fortnightly(ish) free paper 

for Beeston and its environs. We are independent in all ways and not-for-

profit, so if we say that we like it, we really mean it. If we don’t like it, we 

ignore it. You’ll find us in all good coffee shops, cafés, pubs, and other places 

of which we approve. 

 

HEY. CAT FANS. 

Answers to Horace’s Half Hour (Issue One): 1. 

TOG 2. Autographs 3. 43 marathons in 51 days 4. 

False. But should be true. 
5. New York 6. Windy Miller 7. Lily 8.True 9. 

Leeds/Bradford Airport 10. Bee, bear and badger.. 

Fancy writing for us? 
 

  Are you a Beestonian with a pen and 

an idea? Are you an undiscovered 

Byron, a hidden Lawrence, a shadow-

dwelling Silitoe? Or just know some 

salacious gossip? We need you. Drop 

us an email at info@beestonia.org, 

preferably with a little sample of your 

writing, and become part of the team. 

It‟s unpaid, but the warm glow you‟ll 

get seeing your name in print is price-

less. Apparently.  


